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What is a Blog? 

• Short for Web Log 

• Short, informational posts 

• Usually shown in reverse chronological order 

• Date and/or time each post is made 

• Links to other blogs or web sites 

• Archives of previously posted blogs 

• Photos, charts, links, videos, etc. can be 

used 
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Establish Your Purpose 

• To tell family stories 

• To document your research steps 

• To share your findings 

• To collaborate with family members 

• To display photos 

• To coordinate activities 

• To promote interaction 

• To share tasks 
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Start a Blogging Service 

• Blogger: https://www.blogger.com/start 

• LiveJournal: http://www.livejournal.com 

• WordPress: http://wordpress.com   

• Weebly: www.weebly.com        
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Getting started 

• Select a template: blog services offer pre-designed 

templates so select your favorite 

• Categories: to organize your blog, select some 

standard categories that match the purpose of your 

blog 

• Authors/readers: will the blog be private or public? 

Will just you post or will others? 

• Comments: Do you want others to be able to post 

comments? 
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Start Posting 

• Start posting—keep posts short and simple 

until you feel more comfortable 

• Post regularly—at least one new post every 

few days 

• Publicize your blog—experiment with options 

and posts 

• Notify others—send an email to friends and 

families 
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Adding Gadgets 

• Add a list of blogs you follow 

• Add a slideshow of your photos (must first 

be uploaded to Picasa, Flikr, etc.) 

• Add subscription links if your blog is public 

• Survey your readers with a poll 

• Add lists of your favorite books, movies, etc. 

• Add a list of links to your favorite websites 
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Adding Gadgets 

• Add a list of blogs you follow 

• Add a slideshow of your photos (must first 

be uploaded to Picasa, Flikr, etc.) 

• Add subscription links if your blog is public 

• Survey your readers with a poll 

• Add lists of your favorite books, movies, etc. 

• Add a list of links to your favorite websites 

• Display links to your older posts 
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Change Templates 

Blog building sites have several free templates 

to get you started. You can change templates 

whenever you wish, but do this BEFORE you 

spend time changing fonts and colors, 

because it will all be reset to the defaults of the 

new template. 
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Change Fonts and Colors 

Templates have pre-defined fonts and colors, 

but you can get new fonts at 

www.freefonts.com. Be aware that all fonts are 

not supported by web sites so changing the 

font may not have a pleasant ending.  

 

There are several default fonts available in the 

blogger templates. Using them is easiest.  
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Genealogy Ideas 

• Include an experience and picture of an ancestor 

• Describe a humorous event from the life of an ancestor of family 

member 

• Include a list of upcoming events such as family birthdays 

• Record your research notes, goals, sources 

• Post information about a recent genealogy trip 

• Share your holiday traditions 

• Posting a name of an ancestor with a request for information may result 

in collaboration and new information 
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Genealogy Ideas 

• Include an experience and picture of an ancestor 

• Describe a humorous event from the life of an ancestor of family 

member 

• Include a list of upcoming events such as family birthdays 

• Record your research notes, goals, sources 

• Post information about a recent genealogy trip 

• Share your holiday traditions 

• Posting a name of an ancestor with a request for information may result 

in collaboration and new information 

• Make a research task list 

• Share a newspaper article about an ancestor 

• Create a family history quiz, poll, or survey 

• Encourage others to leave their favorite memory of a family member 
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Examples of Genealogy Blogs 

Wetree.blogspot.com 
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http://www.geneaholic.com/ 
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http://appledoesntfallfar2.blogspot.com/ 
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http://krentz.blogspot.com/ 
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Diggin Up Dirt 
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Tracking Thomas and more… 
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Wearing Grandpa’s Hat 

Free Template from www.brainybetty.com 58 

http://paulabecker.com/genblog/ 

http://paulabecker.com/genblog/


Tutorials 

• http://weblogs.about.com/od/startingablog/u/

StartingABlog.htm 

• http://www.yola.com/tutorials/category/Basic

s_getting_started  

• http://tricks-for-new-

bloggers.blogspot.com/2007/09/change-font-

size-and-font-style.html 
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